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P A G E  1 3

Hel lo  fe l low RLA Res idents ,

Many  thanks  to  Martha  C lark  for  her  t ime and  expert i se  to
create  th is  news let ter  for  us .  P lease  take  a  few minutes  to
read  the  updates  and  announcements  f rom our
committee  cha i rs  and  GHAVFD that  prov ide  the  la test  and
important  in format ion  on  what  i s  occurr ing  in  our  wonder fu l
communi ty .
As  you ’ l l  read  in  J im Boyd ’s  Road  report ,  the  road  team
cont inues  to  work  hard  and  thought fu l l y  to  keep  our  roads
open .  The  last  three  years  o f  f lash  f lood ing  cont inue  to
st ra in  our  resources  and  our  road  team is  cont inua l ly  work ing
creat ive ly  to  keep  them in  good  shape .
Whi le  we  are  gratefu l  that  Lar imer  County  Road  and  Br idge
Department  has  spent  more  than  $4 mi l l ion  to  repa i r  our  roads
f rom the  f requent  h igh-water  events ,  we  acknowledge  that  our
assoc iat ion  needs  to  take  act ion  to  prepare  for  more
permanent  repa i rs ,  par t icu lar ly  the  Mi l le r  Fork  Cu lver t ,  the
Black  Creek  low water  cross ings ,  and  F isherman ’s  Lane .  Our
board  agreed  to  engage  an  eng ineer ing  f i rm to  s tudy  and
deve lop  recommendat ions  for  an  improvement  p lan .  We look
forward  to  the  resu l ts  o f  the i r  engagement ,  and  wi l l  p rov ide  an
important  update  at  our  annua l  RLA meet ing  on  Sunday ,  Ju ly
21st .
A lso ,  our  Treasurer  Harry  Love  i s  work ing  to  update  our
Reserve  Fund  requ i rements  so  that  we  wi l l  be  prepared  to
f inanc ia l l y  mainta in  and  improve  the  assets  owned by  the
RLA .  An  update  on  th is  p lan  wi l l  a l so  be  presented  at  our  Ju ly
21st  meet ing .  (continued on page 3 “President ’s  Message” )
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RETREAT LANDOWNERS ASSOCIATION
Board of Directors Meeting – April 10, 2024

6:00 pm via Google Meet

Attend ing :  Dan  Rob inson ,  Br ian  Berg ,  Steve  C lark ,  Joe  Lavaux ,  Harry  Love ,  Kat ie  Ph i l l ips ,  Peter  S innott .  A lso
Attend ing :  Martha  C lark ,  Ron  Spur l in ,  Matthew Thompson ,  Joan  Van  Horn

Minutes  o f  the  board  meet ing  he ld  November  11 ,  2023 were  approved .

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
ROADS & BRIDGES  –  A  wr i t ten  report  was  submit ted  by  J im Boyd  dated  Apr i l  5 ,  2024 .  B lack  Creek  Dr ive
cross ings  s t i l l  need  cons iderab le  repa i r  and  J im recommended that  s ix  cu lver ts  be  insta l led .  Lar imer  County
made repa i rs  which  are  not  ho ld ing  up  nor  mi t igat ing  the  s i tuat ion .  The  Board  agreed  that  the  Pres ident
submit  a  le t ter  ( to  be  draf ted  by  Peter  S innot )  to  the  County  Commiss ioners  request ing  that  they  come
inspect  the  cond i t ions  o f  the  road  and  prov ide  fur ther  repa i rs  th is  month .  The  RLA cannot  at  th is  po int  do
extens ive  repa i rs  because  o f  the  ob l igat ions/respons ib i l i t ies  o f  i t  be ing  part ia l l y  a  county  road .  Ron
Spur l in  po inted  out  that  a  sect ion  o f  F i sherman ’s  Lane  i s  a  pub l ic  road  that  needs  bank  s tab i l i zat ion  and  so
th is  i ssue  wi l l  be  inc luded  in  the  le t ter  to  the  County .  Severa l  cut  logs  and  s lash  were  le f t  on  F i sherman ’s
Lane  by  Adams Tree  Serv ice  which  Br ian  Berg  agreed  to  take  care  o f .

J im Boyd  and  Ba i ley  Andrew wi l l  be  look ing  at  a  backhoe  ava i lab le  in  Grand  Lake .  Fur ther  research  i s
needed  to  determine  the  type  o f  machine  appropr iate  for  RLA road  maintenance  as  we l l  as  the  costs .  The
Big  Thompson  Watershed  Coa l i t ion  i s  committ ing  $70 ,000 for  a  Post-F i re  Sed iment  Management  pro ject
a imed to  mainta in  the  area  and  improve  water  qua l i ty  downstream but  these  funds  are  for  a l l  aspects  o f
the  pro ject ,  not  just  the  purchase  o f  a  backhoe .

J im Boyd  a lso  suggested  in  h is  report  that  the  bu lk  gaso l ine  tank  be  so ld  as  i t  has  not  been  used .
Br ian  Berg  s tated  that  i t  was  used  by  the  Federa l  Agenc ies  dur ing  the  Cameron  Peak  f i re  and  may  be  usefu l
in  future  s i tuat ions .  He  agreed  to  d iscuss  i t  fur ther  wi th  J im .

The  Board  d iscussed  the  use  o f  recyc led  aspha l t  versus  road  base  mater ia l  and  cons idered  that  each
may be  usefu l  on  cer ta in  roads  in  the  Retreat .  Th is  w i l l  be  d iscussed  fur ther  wi th  J im Boyd .

Joe  Lavaux  reported  that  the  CSU Eng ineer ing  Program students  wi l l  be  dec id ing  in  the  fa l l  wh ich
pro jects  they  wi l l  take  on .  He  agreed  to  submit  the  var ious  RLA road  pro jects  for  the i r  cons iderat ion  as  a
study  pro ject .

The  Mi l le r  Fork  cross ing  i s  be ing  s t ressed  even  wi th  the  extens ive  work  conducted  last  spr ing .  Steve
Clark  agreed  to  ask  Megan  Ke i th  to  submit  a  quote  for  a  water  f low ana lys is  and  eng ineer ing  p lans  for  th is
cross ing .



RLA Board Meeting minutes cont.
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Peter  S innott  suggested  that  the  Board  cons ider  increas ing  the  amount  o f  reserve  funds .  I t  was
agreed  to  add  th is  to  the  Ju ly  Board  meet ing  agenda  and  have  a  s tudy  sess ion  pr ior  to  the  meet ing .

ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE  –  On ly  two  inqu i r ies  were  rece ived  f rom potent ia l  new landowners .

TREASURER  -  The  Ba lance  Sheet  and  Prof i t  &amp;  Loss  Statements  as  o f  March  31 ,  2024 were  submit ted .
Treasurer  Harry  Love  exp la ined  the  changes  proposed  to  move  the  grader  sa le  proceeds  and  the  budgeted
add i t ion  f rom Genera l  Fund  to  Equ ipment  Reserve  resu l t ing  in  a  tota l  o f  $41 ,000 which  was  approved  by
the  Board .  I t  was  a lso  moved ,  seconded  and  carr ied  that  l i ens  be  f i led  on  the  propert ies  whose  assessments
have  not  been  pa id .

NEW BUSINESS:
Nominat ions  for  exp i r ing  pos i t ions  on  the  Board  are  needed .
Spr ing  Newslet ter  i s  p lanned  for  mid- June .  Martha  C lark  sa id  i t  w i l l  inc lude  in format ion  on  Board
nominees ,  committee  and  GHAVFD reports ,  t ra i l  cond i t ions ,  e tc .

Annua l  Meet ing  wi l l  be  Ju ly  21 ,  2024 wi th  an  RLA soc ia l  funct ion  on  Ju ly  19  th  .
Meet ing  ad journed .  Joan  Van  Horn ,  Meet ing  Record ing  Secretary

Many  thanks  to  our  Tra i l s  Committee  who  have  been  ab le  to  restore  some of  our  beaut i fu l  yet  f lood-
damaged h ik ing  t ra i l s ,  and  to  our  F i re  Restorat ion  Committee ,  l ed  by  Chuck  Reyno lds ,  who  s t r i ves  to
keep  debr is  a t  a  min imum.  Both  o f  these  committees  need  many  more  vo lunteers  and  hours  to  keep  our
t ra i l s  and  roads  passab le  for  ourse lves  and  our  guests  to  en joy ;  p lease  cons ider  vo lunteer ing  when  these
teams need  he lp .
The  board  terms of  Joe  Lavaux  and  myse l f  exp i re  th is  Ju ly .  We have  two exce l lent  cand idates  in  Pau l
Besson  and  Geof f  E l l io t  (b ios  inc luded  in  news let ter )  and  would  we lcome others  to  seek  e lect ion  to  serve
our  res idents .  You  can  be  nominated  or  p lace  ourse l f  on  the  ba l lo t  up  to  the  t ime the  ba l lo ts  are
co l lected  dur ing  our  Ju ly  meet ing .
P lease  mark  your  ca lendars  for  our  annua l  member  soc ia l  on  Fr iday ,  Ju ly  19th  5 :00 p .m. ,  g rac ious ly
hosted  by  Susan  and  Kent  Lowry  at  957  Dunraven  G lade  Rd .  Our  GHAVFD annua l  Pancake  Breakfast  i s
Saturday  Ju ly  20th ,  and  we look  forward  to  see ing  you  at  our  annua l  RLA member  meet ing  on  Sunday  Ju ly
21st  a t  1 :00 pm.

Have  a  wonder fu l  summer .

President’s Message, cont.



 MLK JR .  
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Committee Reports
Fire Restoration Committee:
Fire Restorat ion Committee Workdays are on-going.

Even  though  the  Cameron  Peak  f i re  was  more  than  three  years  ago ,  the  a f teref fects  cont inue .  F lash  f loods
caused  by  runof f  f rom burned  s lopes  in  the  dra inage  areas  we l l  outs ide  the  Retreat  s tar ted  in  the  spr ing
of  2021 .  More  f lood ing  i s  very  l ike ly  th is  summer .  The  bu i ldup  o f  burned  l imbs  and  branches  at  the
cu lver ts  in  B lack  Creek  and  Mi l le r  Fork  have  made  the  f lood ing  worse .

Stream debris  removal :
Our  e f for ts  over  the  last  two  years  have  been  to  remove  the  s t ream debr is  f rom the  waterways  and  hau l  i t
to  our  des ignated  debr is  s i te  be low the  RLA equ ipment  barn  or  move  i t  outs ide  the  s t ream channe l  so  that
i t  cannot  bu i ld  up  a  dam aga in .  The  goa l  now is  to  cont inue  wi th  communi ty-wide  workdays  on  the  3rd
Saturday  o f  each  month ,  usua l ly  f rom 9am-12pm.
We a lso  had  p lanned  to  s tar t  burn ing  the  s t ream debr is  us ing  the  newly  acqu i red  A i r  Curta in  Burner  which
is  contro l led  by  the  Love land  F i re  Department .  Current ly ,  there  i s  county  regu lat ion  aga inst  burn ing  above
6000 feet  f rom May  1  to  Oct  1 .  We hope  to  get  an  exempt ion  for  use  o f  the  ACB at  the  debr is  s i te  be low
the  RLA equ ipment  barn .

Re-seeding burned slopes:
We had  p lanned  to  move  on  to  the  next  s tep  o f  p lant ing  grass  seed  th is  fa l l  on  burned  s lopes  to  reduce
runof fs .  However ,  we  have  not  found  s ign i f icant  burned  s lopes  in  the  RLA HOA.  A l l  the  burned  s lopes  are
far ther  up  the  Mi l le r  Fork  and  B lack  Creek  watersheds  which  are  outs ide  our  jur i sd ict ion .

Planting tree seedl ings:
The  f ina l  s tep  la ter  th is  fa l l  o r  next  spr ing  was  to  p lant  t ree  seed l ings  where  poss ib le  to  s tar t  the
reforestat ion  o f  burned  s lopes .  Aga in ,  these  s lopes  are  outs ide  our  jur i sd ict ion  and  wi l l  have  to  be
addressed  by  Lar imer  County  agenc ies .

Next steps:
We wi l l  send  out  not ices  o f  month ly  debr is  co l lect ion  workdays  and  we encourage  many  o f  you  to  he lp  us
wi th  these  e f for ts  to  restore  the  natura l  beauty  o f  the  Retreat .
Hopefu l l y ,  a t  the  end  o f  th is  season ,  we  can  t rans i t ion  the  F i re  Restorat ion  Committee  back  to  the
Env i ronmenta l  Committee .

Fire Restorat ion Committee:
Chuck  Reyno lds  –  Cha i rman                Gene  McLean
Bruce  Brown                                     Harry  Love

THE RETREAT RUNDOWN PAGE 04
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2024 Retreat Roads Annual Report
Committee Reports, Cont.

Recycled Asphalt :   In  Apr i l  we  spread  47  dump t ruck  loads  o f  recyc led  aspha l t  (RAP)  on  var ious  sect ions
of  Retreat  roads ,  and  we hope  to  spread  another  20-26 loads  in  la te  May  or  ear ly  June .   Some have  asked
why  we use  recyc led  aspha l t  instead  o f  regu lar  road  base ,  l i ke  what  the  county  uses  on  Dunraven  G lade
Road .   Cost  and  ava i lab i l i ty  are  two  o f  the  b iggest  reasons .   R ight  now,  I F  WE COULD GET  c lass  5  road
base  ( i t ’ s  not  easy  for  smal ler ,  non-governmenta l  contractors  to  get ) ,  i t  current ly  costs  about  $29 .00 per
ton  whereas  recyc led  aspha l t  current ly  costs  about  $21 .00 per  ton .   A lso ,  RAP genera l l y  compacts  much
better  and  i s  much less  dusty  than  road  base ,  un less  i t ’ s  t reated  wi th  an  expens ive  dust  suppressant .

Landowner Slash:   We encourage  landowners  to  be  F IREWISE  and  to  mainta in  safe  and  hea l thy  forest ry  on
the i r  property .   To  he lp  fac i l i ta te  th is ,  we  have  aga in  h i red  a  contractor  to  ch ip  landowner  s lash  three
t imes  th is  year .   S lash  i s  l imi ted  to  c lean  t ree  l imbs  that  are  SEVEN INCHES IN  DIAMETER OR LESS ,  that
have  recent ly  been  t r immed f rom t rees .   S lash  can  be  s tacked  neat ly  a long  the  edge  o f  your  property  and
the  ad jo in ing  Retreat  road ,  but  not  in  the  dra inage  d i tches .   Our  contractor  wi l l  ch ip  the  s lash  a long  the
road  and  broadcast  the  ch ips  onto  your  property .   I f  you  do  not  want  ch ips  broadcast  on  your  property ,
then  you  must  hau l  the  s lash  to  our  s lash  p i le ,  l ocated  next  to  the  Retreat  Equ ipment  Barn ,  a t  140
E lkr idge  Road .   The  gate  lock  code  i s  l i s ted  on  the  Retreat  Webs i te  and  shou ld  not  be  shared  wi th
contractors  or  anyone  who i s  not  a  Retreat  Landowner .   PLEASE ,  s tack  l imbs  neat ly  w i th  the  larger
d iameter  ends  towards  the  road .   NO LOGS,  STUMPS,  LUMBER,  NEEDLES ,  OR OTHER DEBRIS .

Slash Chipping Dates:   Our  contractor  wi l l  be  ch ipp ing  s lash  a long  Retreat  roads  on  JUNE 19 ,  AUGUST 7 ,
AND OCTOBER 2 .   They  wi l l  ch ip  the  s lash  p i le  bes ide  the  equ ipment  barn  on  June  20 ,  August  8 ,  and
October  3 .   Aga in ,  p lease  s tack  s lash  neat ly  w i th  a l l  l a rger  d iameter  ends  po int ing  toward  the  road  and  do
not  s tack  s lash  in  dra inage  d i tches .

Stream Debris :   I f  you  have  woody  debr is  f rom f lood  events  that  i s  seven  inches  in  d iameter  or  less ,  i t
can  be  hau led  to  the  burn  p i le  lo t  be low the  Retreat  Equ ipment  Barn .   P lease  do  not  s tack  debr is  next  to
the  Retreat  roads .   Fo l low the  access  road  past  the  s lash  p i les  to  the  lower  burn  lo t .   P lease  do  not  mix
debr is  w i th  the  c lean  s lash  next  to  the  barn .  Debr is  must  go  to  the  lower  burn  lo t .   NO logs  or  s tumps
permit ted  and  noth ing  greater  than  seven  inches  in  d iameter .   

Black Creek,  Corner Court ,  Mi l ler  Fork Stream Crossings and F isherman’s  Lane:   We spent
approx imate ly  $4 ,500 on  crushed  rock  last  w inter  to  improve  the  water  cross ings  on  B lack  Creek  Dr ive
and  Corner  Court .   Spr ing  runof f  and  e levated  s t ream leve ls  have ,  aga in ,  e roded  the  cross ings  so  that  most
are  impassab le  even  in  h igh  prof i le  4WD veh ic les .   Our  Board  o f  D i rectors  does  not  want  to  cont inue
add ing  crushed  rock  to  the  cross ings  on ly  to  see  i t  washed  away  dur ing  the  next  h igh-water  event .   
Retreat  Board  members  are  work ing  to  secure  long-term,  eng ineered  so lut ions  and  fund ing  for  the  B lack
Creek  Stream cross ings  as  we l l  as  the  Mi l le r  Fork  Stream at  Mi l le r  Fork  Road  cross ing  and  a  sect ion  o f
F isherman ’s  Lane .   We regret  the  inconven ience  and  apprec iate  your  pat ience .   I f  you  have  suggest ions  or
comments  about  any  o f  these  Retreat  roads ,  p lease  contact  the  Retreat  Board  o f  D i rectors .  (continued)



The  G len  Haven  Area  Vo lunteer  F i re  Department  (GHAVFD)  i s  once  aga in  ask ing  for  your
he lp  to  keep  our  communi ty  safe ,  protect  your  home,  and  he lp  prevent  the  spread  o f
wi ld f i res .  The  GHAVFD is  ext remely  apprec iat ive  and  proud  o f  the  work  res idents  have
done  over  the  years .

G len  Haven  i s  a  F i re  Wise  Communi ty  and  our  cer t i f icat ion  i s  good  unt i l  December  2024 .
The  GHAVFD needs  your  he lp  to  cont inue  our  cer t i f icat ion  in to  2025 .  How can  you  he lp?
Every  t ime you  do  work  on  your  property ;  remov ing  ladder  fue ls ,  t rees  and  brush  near
bu i ld ings  and  other  th ings  that  make  your  property  less  l ike ly  to  be  consumed by  the
next  f i re ,  p lease  send  what  you  d id  in  an  emai l  to  g lenhavenf i rewise@gmai l . com that
inc ludes  your  name,  address ,  what  you  d id  and  how many  hours  spent  do ing  th is  .  Th is
wi l l  a l low the  GHAVFD to  tabu late  the  hours  and  reach  our  goa l  to  remain  a  F i re  Wise
communi ty .

Stud ies  show that  measures  taken  at  the  home and  in  the  area  wi th in  100 feet  o f  i t ,
known as  the  Home Ign i t ion  Zone  (HIZ ) ,  have  a  s ign i f icant  impact  on  min imiz ing  damage
and loss .  Someth ing  as  s imple  as  c lear ing  the  immediate  5- foot  zone  around  the  home
can ass is t  in  making  a  huge  d i f ference  in  avo id ing  a  catastrophe .

2024 Retreat Roads Annual Report, cont. 
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Driveway Culverts  and Retreat  Road Right of  Way Obstructions:  P lease  mainta in  your  dr iveway  and
the  cu lver t  under  your  dr iveway  to  prevent  runof f  f rom erod ing  Retreat  Roads .
A lso ,  be  aware  that  the  Retreat  Road  r ight  o f  way  i s  25  feet  f rom the  center  o f  the  road .  P lease
avo id  put t ing  s igns ,  re f lectors ,  bou lders ,  gardens ,  s tatuary ,  e tc .  in  the  road  r ight  o f  way .  Do ing
so  can  resu l t  in  damage to  Retreat  Road  Equ ipment  and  to  your  property .  A lso ,  t ree  branches
that  extend  in to  the  road  r ight  o f  way  can  damage equ ipment  and  serv ice  veh ic les .  P lease
understand  the  need  to  keep  t ree  l imbs  t r immed back  f rom the  road .

Contact  J im:  I f  you  have  quest ions  or  concerns  about  sect ions  o f  Retreat  roads ,  p lease  fee l  f ree
to  contact  J im by  emai l ,  text ,  o r ,  i f  u rgent ,  a  phone  ca l l .  Emai l :  J im1371@Out look .com.  Ce l l
Phone :  970-481-4279 .

Help Glen Haven Remain a Firewise Community



2024 marks the 60th anniversary of  the Glen Haven Area Volunteer F ire Department!

Our  annua l  pancake  breakfast  wi l l  be  Ju ly  20 ,  2024 f rom 7 :00am-11 :00am.  The  event
wi l l  once  aga in  inc lude  a  bake  sa le ,  vendors ,  and  a  s i lent  auct ion .  Th is  year  we  wi l l  have
representat ives  f rom the  US Forest  Serv ice ,  Smokey  Bear ,  and  a  tab le  wi th  wi ld f i re
in format ion/resources .

We took  de l i very  o f  our  new type  1  eng ine  in  September  2023 .  Th is  P ierce  Responder  ser ies
eng ine  rep laced  our  o ld  E11 .  The  new E11  (same ca l l  s ign  as  the  o ld )  w i l l  serve  the  communi ty
wel l  in to  the  future  and  i s  equ ipped  wi th  many  s tate-of - the-ar t  features  that  a l low us  to  bet ter
serve  the  communi ty .  Our  prev ious  E11was  donated  to  B ig  E lk  Meadows Vo lunteer  F i re
Department .

Ch ie f  Kev in  Zagorda  ret i red  in  December  2023 af ter  near ly  10  years  o f  serv ice  wi th  GHAVFD.  We
wish  h im the  best  in  h is  ret i rement !

GHAVFD now has  Pu lsePo int  as  an  added  resource  for  the  communi ty .  Th is  a l lows  the  pub l ic  to  see
inc idents  in  our  response  area  and  wi l l  a l so  show prescr ibed  burns  in  the  area .  The  Pu lsePo int
Respond  app  i s  ava i lab le  f ree  in  the  App le  app  s tore  and  Goog le  p lay  s tore .

Kev in  Ingram 
GHAVFD F i re  Ch ie f

THE RETREAT RUNDOWN PAGE 07

GHAVFD Spring 2024 Update 

2024 GHAVFD staff New Pierce Responder Pumper
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Upcoming Events
S a t u r d a y ,  J u l y  2 0 t h

G H A V F D  P a n c a k e  B r e a k f a s t
S i l e n t  A u c t i o n ,  B a k e  S a l e

7 : 0 0  a m  –  1 1 : 0 0  a m
G l e n  H a v e n  F i r e h o u s e

$ 1 0 / A d u l t s
$ 6 / C h i l d r e n  5 - 1 0

C h i l d r e n  u n d e r  5  F R E E

Saturday,  July
20thCraft  Sale

7:00 am-11:00 am

Glen Haven Town
Hall

S u n d a y ,  J u l y  2 1 s t ,  1 : 0 0  p m
R L A  A n n u a l  M e e t i n g

 ( d o o r s  o p e n  a t  1 2 : 0 0 p m )
G l e n  H a v e n  T o w n  H a l l

W i n e  a n d  C h e e s e  S o c i a l  
F r i d a y ,  J u l y  1 9 t h ,  5 - 7 p m

S u s a n  &  K e n t  L o w r y ’ s  B a r n
9 5 7  D u n r a v e n  G l a d e  R d .

F i n g e r  f o o d s  p r o v i d e d .  B Y O B e v s .

Bakers and Crafters:
Bakers: Please bring your baked
goods (pies, cakes, breads, etc.) by
Town Hall 7/20 beginning at 6am.
Silent Auction--Town Hall:
Birdhouses/birdfeeders welcomed.  
Contact Becky Childs at
latchstrng@msn.com for details. 
Craft show: Seven vendors selling
local crafts, ball caps and T-shirts.

Smokey the Bear will  be joining us to
celebrate his 80th birthday, along
with guests from the National Forest
Service.

There will  also be a table with
information on fire mitigation and
prevention.

ATV shuttles will  be running during
the event.



Our  beaut i fu l ,  serene  s t reamside  t ra i l s  are  one  o f  the  best  parts  o f  l i v ing  in  the  Retreat .  Unfor tunate ly
many  o f  them have  been  rendered  unusab le  s ince  the  2020 Cameron  Peak  F i re  due  to  repeated  f lashf loods .
F i re  restorat ion  crews  have  worked  very  hard  to  c lear  debr is  f rom the  Mi l le r  Fork  and  B lack  Creek
streambeds  so  i t  doesn ’ t  prec ip i tate  future  f lood  events .  
One  outcome of  the  f lood ing  was  that  a l l  our  footbr idges  were  complete ly  wiped  out  and  many  washed
downstream.  In  the  last  few months ,  severa l  o f  our  res idents  have  co l laborated  to  restore  our  br idges  and
do  the  necessary  t ra i l  maintenance  to  remove  downed t imber  f rom the  t ra i l s  that  remain .  Here  i s  an
overv iew of  our  nearby  t ra i l s  as  o f  June  2024:

Fisherman’s  Lane Trai l—This  t ra i l  was  c losed  complete ly  a f ter  a  mass ive  f lood  event  last  August .  We
lost  a l l  f i ve  o f  our  footbr idges  in  th is  f lood  and  the  t ra i l s  were  l i t tered  wi th  debr is .  In  add i t ion ,  the  t ra i l
out  onto  Mi l le r  Fork  Road  was  complete ly  gut ted  by  f loodwaters ,  l eav ing  a  bas in  wi th  no  access  to  the
road .  Dur ing  the  fa l l  o f  2023 severa l  o f  our  res idents  pu l led  together  and  restored  a l l  f i ve  br idges  on  the
tra i l  and  tethered  them to  s turdy  t rees ,  as  we l l  as  bu i l t  s ta i rs  f rom the  t ra i l  bas in  up  to  Mi l le r  Fork  Road .
Thanks  to  the  e f for ts  o f  Steve  C lark ,  Ron  Spur l in ,  Gene  Mclean  and  Pete  S innott ,  th is  t ra i l  i s  now
complete ly  access ib le  f rom both  Mi l le r  Fork  Road  and  the  F i sherman ’s  Lane  cu l -de-sac .  

Mil ler  Fork Trai l—The August  2023 f lood  a lso  complete ly  wiped  out  the  access  to  th is  t ra i l  a t  the  Mi l le r
Fork  Road  cross ing ,  wh ich  h is tor ica l l y  ran  a long  the  north  s ide  o f  the  s t ream.  The  s t ream’s  course  was
dramat ica l l y  changed  and  now f lows  around  a  smal l  i s land  in  the  midd le .  Access  can  be  ga ined  by
bushwhack ing  through  a  sha l low ,  wet  gu l ley  and  a  rock  f ie ld  on  the  south  s ide  o f  the  s t ream,  but  you  s t i l l
have  to  cross  back  over  to  p ick  up  the  ex is t ing  t ra i l  on  the  north  s ide .   To  remedy  th is ,  a  footbr idge  was
insta l led  in  the  spr ing  o f  2024 about  th i r ty  yards  upstream.   Two of  the  br idges  up  the  Mi l le r  Fork  t ra i l
were  dug  out  o f  the  debr is  and  restored  in  the  fa l l  o f  2023 .  In  May  o f  th is  year  the  o ld  “L”  br idge  at  the
water fa l l  a t  the  top  o f  Mi l le r  Fork  t ra i l  was  restored ,  so  there  i s  now fu l l  access  f rom the  Mi l le r  Fork  Road
to  the  Ind ian  Tra i l  and  Donner  Pass  junct ions .  A lso ,  J im Boyd  recent ly  insta l led  a  ladder  to  c i rcumvent  a
part icu lar ly  precar ious  s t retch  o f  t ra i l  that  had  been  wiped  out ,  about  ha l fway  up  the  Mi l le r  Fork  t ra i l .  In
add i t ion  to  the  br idges  be ing  restored ,  much o f  th is  t ra i l  and  the  F i sherman ’s  Lane  t ra i l  were  b locked  by
downed t imber  due  to  f lood ing  and  var ious  windstorms th is  w inter ,  and  severa l  o f  our  res idents  have
worked  very  hard  to  c lear  them for  us .   
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Retreat Trails Report



Indian Trai l—Being  i t ’ s  pr imar i l y  w i th in  USDA and  Che ley  Camp property ,  there  has  been  l i t t le  e f for t  to
restore  th is  t ra i l  s ince  the  Cameron  Peak  f i re .  Accord ing  to  the  report  o f  one  res ident  who  h iked  i t  las t
winter ,  a l l  the  footbr idges  that  ex is ted  are  gone  and  some sect ions  o f  t ra i l  have  been  complete ly  wiped  out .
On  a  pos i t i ve  note ,  re forestat ion  has  begun  to  occur  on  th is  t ra i l ,  as  ev idenced  by  foot-h igh  p ine  seed l ings  at
var ious  p laces  on  the  t ra i l .  The  Nat iona l  Forest  Serv ice  has  expressed  p lans  to  restore  these  t ra i l s ,  but  l ike ly
won ’ t  pursue  that  unt i l  the  threat  o f  f lash  f lood ing  has  subs ided ,  perhaps  not  for  a  few more  years .   

Donner Pass Trai l—As of  th is  wr i t ing  the  s ignpost  to  th is  t ra i l  has  been  broken  by  a  fa l len  t ree ,  but  the  t ra i l
i t se l f  i s  fa i r l y  nav igab le ,  though  there  are  no  footbr idges  le f t  a t  the  s t ream cross ings .   T rees  have  been  p i led
in  the  s t ream channe l  in  var ious  p laces  to  s low runof f  dur ing  heavy  ra ins .  Regrowth  i s  occurr ing  on  th is  t ra i l ,
as  ev idenced  by  foot-h igh  p ine  seed l ings ,  aspen  sap l ings ,  grasses  and  f lowers .  

P lease  use  caut ion  when  nav igat ing  these  t ra i l s .  Use  t rekk ing  po les  i f  you  need  to ,  know your  l imi ts  and
a lways  le t  someone  know where  you  p lan  to  h ike  i f  a lone ,  and  s t ick  to  the  p lan .  The  s t ream channe ls  in  our
area  cont inue  to  be  dangerous ly  f lashf lood  prone ,  so  p lease  STAY OFF  the  t ra i l s  when  thunderstorms or  heavy
ra ins  are  present .  Last ly ,  some of  the  land  our  t ra i l s  c ross  i s  pr ivate ly  owned ,  so  p lease  respect  th is  and  s tay
on  the  t ra i l .  

Martha  C lark
Ed i tor- -The  Retreat  Rundown
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Retreat Trails Report, cont.

Work crew at old “L” bridge
site

Ladder on Miller Fork trailCompleted bridge

Many thanks  to  Gene  McLean ,  J im Boyd ,  R ich  G i lmore ,  Br ian  Martens ,  Pete  S innott  and  Steve  C lark  (and
anyone  e lse  I  am not  aware  o f ! )  for  th is  e f for t !   
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Ladder on Miller Fork trail

EDITOR’S NOTE: The following is a reprint of a letter all RLA members should have received by email from Larimer County by
now. We are sharing it as a courtesy for those who may not have received it. It deals with the ongoing data collection and flood
risk analysis in the Miller Fork and Black Creek watersheds during the spring-fall 2024. 
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Get to Know Your RLA Board Candidates:
Paul Besson

Paul  Besson  has  l i ved  fu l l t ime in  the  Retreat  s ince
March  2019 ,  and  has  been  a  regu lar  v i s i tor  s ince
h is  parents ,  Tony  and  Char lot te  Besson ,  moved
there  in  1980.
He  has  degrees  in  eng ineer ing  f rom the  U .S .  A i r
Force  Academy ,  management  f rom Webster
Univers i ty ,  and  was  a  Defense  Fe l low at  Harvard ’s
Kennedy  Schoo l  o f  Government .   He  served  as  a
communicat ions  o f f icer  in  the  A i r  Force  for  25
years ,  inc lud ing  squadrons  and  group  commands .   
He  then  spent  16  years  work ing  for  Genera l
Dynamics  In format ion  Techno logy  and  ret i red  in
2021 .
He  i s  a  l i eutenant  in  the  G len  Haven  Area
Volunteer  F i re  Department ,  serves  as  a  lector  and
par ish  counc i l  member  o f  h is  church  in  Estes  Park ,
and  i s  an  av id  go l fer ,  h iker  and  sk ier .
Pau l  and  Marguer i te  have  been  marr ied  43 years ,
and  the i r  son  and  h is  w i fe  recent ly  we lcomed the i r
f i rs t  ch i ld .

Geoff Elliot
Geof f  E l l io t  moved  to  The  Retreat  in  2017  wi th  h is
wi fe  Rache l  and  s tepson  Leo .  They   are  proud  to  ca l l
G len  Haven  home.  

Geof f  has  l i ved  in  the  Estes  Va l ley  s ince  2013 and
been  invo lved  in  the  communi ty  s ince  mov ing  to  the
area .  He  jo ined  the  G len  Haven  Area  Vo lunteer  F i re
Department  in  2018 and  cont inues  to  serve  today .
F rom 2020-2023 ,  Geof f  served  as  a  L ieutenant
(2020-2022)  and  Capta in  (2022-2023)  in  the
department  he lp ing  wi th  the  Cameron  Peak  F i re
response ,  f lash  f lood ing  events ,  and  s t rengthen ing
the  department ' s  resources .  He  was  a  member  o f  the
Town of  Estes  Park ’s  Parks  Adv isory  Board ,
support ing  the  Parks  D iv i s ion  wi th  p lann ing ,  f rom
2017-2022 ,  serv ing  as  Cha i r  in  2021-2022 .  He  has
prev ious ly  served  on  the  board  o f  o ther  loca l  non-
prof i ts ,  inc lud ing  the  A lp ine  Ang lers  chapter  o f  T rout
Unl imi ted  and  the  Estes  Va l ley  Land  Trust .  In  h is
profess iona l  capac i ty ,  Geof f  serves  as  a  Corps
Di rector  for  Conservat ion  Legacy ,  l ead ing  a  nat iona l
in ternsh ip  program through  agreement
management ,   par tnersh ip  deve lopment ,  and  budget
overs ight  in  co l laborat ion  wi th  federa l  land
management  agenc ies .  



Dan Robinson, President 
677 Streamside Dr. | 338 Pascal St. 
Fort Collins, CO 80524

Steve Clark, Vice President 
1204 Copper Hill Rd. | PO Box 169
Glen Haven, CO 80532

Harry Love, Treasurer 
339 Fisherman's Ln. | 124 Jessen Dr.
Loveland, CO  80537

Pete Sinnott, Member at Large 
22 Saddle Ct./PO Box 157
Glen Haven, CO  80532

Katie Phillips, Member at large 
1317 Dunraven Glade Rd. | P.O. Box 365
Glen Haven, CO 80532 

Joseph Lavaux, Member at large 
959 Elk Ridge Dr | PO Box 162
Glen Haven, CO 80532, (970) 308-3532

Brian Berg, Member at Large 
90 Solitude Ct. | P.O. Box 302
Glen Haven, CO 80532

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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CONTACT US:  
P.O .  Box  160 

Glen  Haven ,  CO 80532
retreatboard@gmai l . com

  COMMITTEE CHAIRS

ROADS COMMITTEE:  
J im Boyd ,  Cha i rman 

Ray  Ta l lman-Operator
Br ian  Berg ,  Operator

Ba i ley  Andrew,  Operator

​ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL
COMMITTEE:
George  Bre l ig

 
FIRE RESTORATION COMMITTEE:

Bruce  Brown ,  Gene  McLean ,  
Harry  Love ,  

Chuck  Reyno lds ,  Cha i rman

ACCOUNTING/BOOKKEEPING:
Cindy  Gr igg  

o f f ice@retreat-g lenhaven .org

 
NEWSLETTER:
Martha  C lark


